The Church is not a building! Thus, the Church is not closed! The Church is
the Body of Christ, His hands and feet. Whenever and wherever and however
we come together to worship God and love our neighbor - we ARE the Church.
Now more than ever, during these times of pandemic, division, anxiety,
hardship, and unrest, we are called to BE the church. Here is an update on
various opportunities for doing just that.

Food Pantry Update - New Procedures
The Food Pantry at St Andrew’s continues to serve our Neighbors in need, and
we have changed many of our procedures to keep both Neighbors and
volunteers as safe as possible. We continue to be open on the 1st Sunday,
2nd Tuesday, and 3rd and 4th Wednesdays of
each month but have moved to a “car-side
delivery” model. Inside the pantry, we have
re-arranged the space and created one-way
flow to enable our volunteers to maintain
physical distancing. We realize that two of the
major sources of funding for the food pantry,
Advent’s annual Rummage Sale, and St.
Andrew’s Bocce Tournament are unlikely to
exist in their normal form this year. Currently,
funds are ok, thanks in part to the funds raised
by Advent through ELCA World Hunger’s “Daily Bread” matching grant.
However, we anticipate greater financial need in the fall which may correspond
to greater need for food by our Neighbors if there is a second wave of
coronavirus and economic damage.
To volunteer contact:
- On a Wednesday evening distribution: Jen Lenz
JenDLenz@gmail.com or 614-580-1647
- To unload deliveries of food on Thursdays or help shop for
perishable items at the Cleveland Food Bank: Dave Mattson
dadoaner@gmail.com or 440-946-5043

Day of Service Update - Creative Love
Like most things at the moment, the status of our annual Day of Service on
Sunday September 13th remains uncertain.
It is quite likely that we will promote a
“virtual” event. While serving our neighbor
is something we are called to do throughout
the year, this will be a day on which we can
all focus on serving those around us -

wherever we are. This year, we recognize that while many have physical
needs, we are all also suffering the effects of social and physical isolation. We
have aching hearts for the division around us. Thus, we will be encouraging
members of Advent to participate in creative, yet physically distanced, ways to
show God’s abundant love, care, and compassion.
If you have ideas to share or would like to help plan and promote this
event, please contact Jen Lenz JenDLenz@gmail.com or
614-580-1647

Hannah’s Home - Virtual Fundraising

The Baby Bottle Boomerang is the largest fundraiser each
year for Hannah’s Home and runs from Mother’s Day to
Father’s Day (May 10th to June 21st). This year, it will take
place virtually.
You are invited to visit www.hannahshome.org to learn
more about this maternity home and make a donation. If
you cannot make an online donation but would like to send
financial support, please write a check to Hannah’s Home
and mail it to PO BOX 1395 Mentor, OH 44060.

Project Hope - Funds and Food
With continuing economic hardship, Project Hope for the Homeless continues
to be in need of support. They are quite grateful for the $1100 that we were
able to raise for them during our Lenten outreach efforts. Thank you to
everyone who contributed, especially during this physically distanced time. The
support is needed as they continue to face demand and expand their
capacities. In addition, the recently adding space and support to assist
homeless families in their Families Moving Forward program, they have
recently also begun a program specifically for seniors. Currently, in efforts to
support social distancing, some Guests are being housed in a local hotel.
Advent already is committed to provide twice monthly meals to approximately
15 Guests of Families Moving Forward, and we want to make our congregation
aware of the need for additional meals and support.

If you can help with these meals for 15 people, please contact
Chris Noble adventparishnurse@gmail.com or 440-346-3120
- or Roxanna Williams. jhwrmw62@peoplepc.com or 440-231-2131
In addition to these weekly meals, Project Hope is now asking for breakfast
and lunch sacks as well as side dishes to go with pizza. If you are able to
help with these additional meals, please contact Missy at:

volunteer@projecthopeforthehomeless.org for
details and to arrange a time. Project Hope also
accepts in-kind donations: visit

https://projecthopeforthehomeless.org/current-needs/ for a complete list

Congrats to anyone who made it through this long update. Now go and BE the
church, knowing that we are “loved by God, we share Christ’s love with all”.
PS: If you have new ideas for what it means to love our Neighbor during these
times, please reach out to Jen Lenz JenDLenz@gmail.com or 614-580-1647 to
be included on our Zoom committee meetings.

